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Synopsis
Explains the correct use of words that pose special problems of confused or disputed language.
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Customer Reviews

For more than 150 years, in print and now online, Merriam-Webster has been America’s leading and
most-trusted provider of language information. All Merriam-Webster products and services are
backed by the largest team of professional dictionary editors and writers in America, and one of the
largest in the world.

Having this book myself was a reason for giving the gift. The recipient was thrilled, saying that his
paperback copy was looking worn. His work entails written communication, so | am happy to have
chosen this.

Love this book!

Getting ready for writing or editing? Gotta have one of these on hand.

Even with a computer, everybody needs one of these.

This book is a great addition to my Merriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary.It's extremely helpful



when | need to explain to an author why | changed "affect" to "effect” or "forward" to "foreward" in
their book manuscript. | remember the rules but | cannot always explain them, and this book helps
me with that.| know that | can always look up grammar rules online, but | still prefer having quick

access to this printed reference that | store next to the dictionary on my office bookshelf.

A great referenceA¢A A« and a valuable tool.

Definitely a good tool for an editor’s arsenal!

If you are a serious writer or editor, you will have this book on your desk.lt is the bible of the
descriptivist faction in the unending skirmishes over modern American grammar, diction and
usage.To complement this volume, you should also have a copy of the prescriptivist bible: "Garner’s
Modern American Usage."Between them, they will keep you reliably informed on the language as it
is actually being used and on the language as it is viewed by those who are well- (and sometimes
over-) educated.Those who criticize this book for what they perceive as its anything-goes advice do
not understand its purpose. They might be better served by buying only the Garner book and

steering clear of this one.
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